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name for his son'to Inherit. But there was to be no glorious end
for him: the Storm-Fiends have spirited him away.

'As for myself, I am a hermit here with my swine and never
go to town, except perhaps when someone has blown in with
news and the wise Penelope sees fit to invite me. On such occa-
sions they all gather round the newcomer and ply him with
questions, whether they belong to the party who are pining for
their long-lost king or to those who have the satisfaction of feed-
ing gratis at his expense. But I personally have lost all interest in
such cross-examinations since the day when a fellow from
Aetolia took me in with his tale. He had killed a man, and after
roaming all over the world found his way to my doors. I re-
ceived him kindly and was told by him that he had seen Odys-
seus with Idomeneus in Crete, repairing the damage his fleet had
suffered in a gale. "He will be back," said he, "either in the
summer or by autumn, bringing a fortune with him, and his
gallant company too." Take note of that, my distressful old
friend, since the powers above have brought you here, and don't
try to wheedle your way to my heart with any falsehoods. It
isn't that sort of thing that will win you my regard or my
favours, but the respect I have for the laws of hospitality and
the pity that I feel for you/

But the cunning Odysseus persisted. 'Surely,9 he said, 'you
have a very suspicious nature, if not even a sworn statement
from me can bring you round and convince you of the truth.
Come, let us make a bargain - with the gods of Olympus to see
that both parties carry out its terms. If your master comes back
to this house, you shall give me a cloak and tunic to wear and
send me on to Dulichium, where I wanted to go. If on the other
hand he does not return as I say he will, you shall set your men
on me and have me thrown down from a precipice, just to teach
the next beggar not to cheat/

'Yes,' cried the worthy swineherd, 'and what a fine name I
should win for myself in the world, once and for all, if the first
thing I did after taking you into my cabin and showing you hos-
pitality was to rob you of your precious life! I should certainly